
The ReNuAL Project
The IAEA’s Department of Nuclear Sciences and Applications (NA) has eight 
laboratories in Seibersdorf, Austria that deliver technical assistance to Member 
States in the areas of food and agriculture, human health, the environment and 
the development and use of advanced scientific instruments. The laboratories 
do this by providing training, by conducting research and development to 
transfer new and adapted technologies and scientific techniques to Member 
States, and by providing analytical services to Member State laboratories. The 
NA laboratories are worldwide service providers that assist more than 150 of the 
IAEA’s Member States.

These laboratories were built in 1962, and since then, the number of IAEA 
Member States has more than doubled. As the number of Member States has 
grown, so have the requests for assistance from the NA laboratories. In addition, 
Member States’ needs are evolving as new challenges such as climate change, 
the global cancer epidemic, and emergency preparedness and response related 
to nuclear incidents emerge and call for new technologies and techniques. 

The laboratories, however, have not received a comprehensive renovation or 
thorough upgrading of equipment since their inauguration over 50 years ago, 
and as a result, with each passing year they increasingly struggle to respond 
to the needs of Member States. Recognizing this, the IAEA has established the 
Renovation of the Nuclear Applications Laboratories project (ReNuAL), which 
seeks to begin the modernization of the NA laboratories through the following 
project elements:

Construction of a new Insect Pest Control Laboratory (IPCL) to 
replace the current laboratory;

Construction of a new Flexible Modular Laboratory (FML) to house 
additional laboratories that provide assistance in food and agriculture 
and environmental monitoring and protection;

Urgently needed equipment for which space is currently available;

Necessary infrastructure to support the new laboratory buildings.

The budget for these elements is €31 million. One-third of the budget (€10.4 
million) is to come from the IAEA’s regular budget, and two-thirds (€20.6 million) 
from extrabudgetary resources. 
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The Benefits of ReNuAL
ReNuAL will establish a strong foundation for the development of fully fit-for-purpose and modern laboratories capable of 
responding to Member States’ needs for the next 15-20 years. The improvements to be provided include: 

• Improved training capacity, with more and better quality space and equipment for fellows and trainees;
• Enhanced ability to respond to growing and emerging Member State needs, through the easing of space 

constraints and the adaptability of modern facilities;
•  Expansion of services, with the acquisition of new equipment that will provide additional scientific capacities;
• Increased laboratory synergies, by expanding the amount of shared space and equipment;
• Greater efficiency and productivity, through optimized workflows and new, energy efficient structures.

As ReNuAL cannot provide all the improvements required by the laboratories, a further group of project elements, 
known as ReNuAL Plus (ReNuAL+), will also be required to achieve the full modernization of the NA laboratories in 
Seibersdorf. These elements will be implemented once ReNuAL is fully funded, and provided that they are fully funded 
by extrabudgetary resources. Information on these elements will be provided once their scope is fully developed. 

Funding Status and Construction Schedule
Regarding extrabudgetary resources, approximately €19.0 million in financial contributions, in addition to in-kind  
contributions, have already been provided or pledged by 24 Member States and AFRA, the African Regional Cooperative 
Agreement for Research, Development and Training Related to Nuclear Science and Technology (AFRA). This leaves a 
further €1.6 million required to reach the extrabudgetary funding target of €20.6 million.

Of the €10.4 million in regular budget resources that are required, €7.9 million have been allocated to ReNuAL to date, 
with a further €2.5 million planned for 2017 to reach the full €10.4 million.

The resources currently available are sufficient to fund construction of the new infrastructure and the IPCL, with these 
elements planned for completion by December 2017. Construction has started in April 2016 with some components of 
the infrastructure. Construction of the IPCL and remaining infrastructure is planned to start in June 2016.

The remaining funds required to reach the €31 million budget will therefore be used to fund construction of the FML, 
which can only begin when the required extrabudgetary funds are available. Cost efficiencies will be maximized if these 
funds are obtained quickly enough to allow for parallel construction of the IPCL and FML. The target, therefore, for 
obtaining the remaining €1.6 million of extrabudgetary resources is June 2016 at the latest. 

 

www-naweb.iaea.org/na/renual   
nuclearapplications@iaea.org

Final Architectural Rendering of the FML Final Architectural Rendering of the IPCL


